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Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

PROLEGOMANON

The Wand has come out of its hiberna-
tion. Changing editors, adopting some
new formatting, incorporating slightly
new approaches, our gestating newslet-
ter has definitely enjoyed a turn or two
upon the Wheel. As for my own input, [
take some inspiration from the good
fortune of attending the 1997 National
OTO Conference in Akron this summer,
and experiencing a small slice of a bud-
ding Thelemic culture beginning to
bloom. Plus, I have recently got wind of
all the Thelemites fro all over the world
trading ideas around daily on the Inter-
net. This has served to strentghen the
idea in me that there is a whole commu-
nity of Thelemites out there, uniting in
love under will sometimes and fighting
like brothers other times. With the
emerging culture of a more established
and rooted OTO comes the important task
of midwifing the ideas of the Law of
Thelema into our time, and living the
life of the Law in ways that are actually
livable in life, in accordance with our
Will.

The nice thing about being a
Thelemite is that aspiring to the idivid-
uality involved in discovering one's
own individual orbit as a star that there
is a rich diversity of opinion among us.
Opinions about what Thelema means
vary, and the nature of the Beast is that
we are to determine what it means into
our own lives and thus avoid (some-
times) the trappings of dogma. In prac-
tice, this means that there is not so
much a Thelemic philosophy that gov-
erns the actions of our Will as a Thelem-
ic culture that illustrates them.
Newsletters, from the Magical Link to
the Coph Nia Wand are a way to share
that culture among Thelemites, thereby
uniting tribe with scribe.

<

As a new editor, I'll try to encour-
age this space as an outlet for our schol-
arship, a forum for our ideas, and a
palette to mix the colors of our personal
experiences to be painted onto the can-
vas of The Great Work. I'm open to any-
thing, as long as the intent is to share
the richness of living the life of a Ma-
gus. Just because you havent seen it
done here doesn't mean you can't do it.
And if it has been done, that doesn't
mean you can't do it again your way. If
you don't think some people will like it,

all the better. It will give us something
exciting to talk about. And Thelemic
cartoons are always welcome.

Love is the Law, Love under Will.

Soror Lia %
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POETRY BY SOROR MAJNUN

Inanna
Descended
Down

Onto Lucifer’s Luscious Lingham
Lying on her Lower Lips
And the face
that launched a thousand ships
could be seen
straight on till morning
Succulent Sappho
with her crest of virgins vestal
cumming in waves
of Grecian Graces

dreaming of
Big-City Hard-ons
in the Backseats of Chevrolets
and
Medusa’s Madness
turns Eros
when her serpents
shed their skin

[ know
from whence my Genesis cummeth

by the mammal
rising from
our freshly sinned sheets

Grecian arch
coyly wrapped in
cotton shroud

Paint

wie the red of your sanctuary

S Paint me the red of your Blood
Give me to drink from your fountain

] N\ Paint me the blue of your Pain
W [end me the lithe arch of Nuit
cradied in her arms to remain.

Show we the gold of a young
maiden's Breast

as gold as the light of the Sun
Dare I compare your Splendor
to the east

from which you have run.

Sing me to sleep

with your blankets of song

fill me with yearnings of touch
Give me the poppies that
make Eros lust.

and Fuck me till

dawning has cum.
“I love you differently lit my cigarette
in the day time” let
she conveyed
and angles melt fall
if held too long
a stocking
She rose
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MEET THE GNOSTIC SAINTS

Lau Tzu or Lau Tze was a Chinese sage and philosopher who lived around 600 B.C. He

Lau Tzu was the founder of Taoism and is perhaps most well known for his book Tao Teh King. Rather
than encourage man to pursue a life of conquest and control, Lau Tzu suggested the concept of
"wu-wei" called non-action. He was not telling people to refrain from activity, but rather to
refrain from doing things which are not in line with nature and natural law. The way to_
| enlightenment is through a flow with things the way they are. It is a way Of. non-a‘sserhon and

4| a life in harmony with the natural order. Rather than oppose the way of things, live in
1| harmony with the rest of creation. The idea is to do what is right to do for the rr"Lorr'.aent. Th"f"hat
1 is right for an individual to do under a certain set of circumstances and at a certain time might

be wrong for another person under different circumstances. The Tao is like the orbit qf some
planet. If we travel in what is the prescribed orbit ( true will) the cosmos will funchonA]ust fine.
T To go against the Tao is to break free of our orbit, causing great commotion and hazarfl in the

=i| cosmos. From 1905 to 1918 Crowley fell in love with the the Tao. He felt the world didn't

understand the greatness of the Tao Te King, so he wrote his own translation. It was published
in 1976 by Askin and Weiser. He seemed to think that the essence of the Taoism is the Tao. The
Tao is not a thing, but rather a "way". He found that the philosophy of Lau Tzu was able to
free him from the western conception of Reality and its emphasis on things rather than process.

by Vandimir

In the Hindu pantheon the three primary forms of God are Brahma, the creator;
Vishnu, the preserver; and Shiva, the destroyer. Each of these have several manifestations.
The eighth manifestation of Vishnu is Krishna. Krishna may have been a real person, or he
may have been a mythological entity. He appears in the great Hindu epic the Mahabharata,
especially in a part of it called The Bhagavad Gita. The Gita has been called "India's favorite
Bible"In the story Krishna is the chariot driver for a prince named Arjuna. Just before a great
battle was about to commence, Krishna and Arjuna rode out to the middle of what would be the
\j| battlefield. Arjuna noticed that on both sides of the battle were friends and relatives. He got
4| very depressed and no longer wanted to be in the battle. Krishna, being divine, knew tliat it
was Arjuna’s true will to be a warrior, and told him it would be wrong to go against his destiny.
Crowley felt that Krishna was the primary expounder of Vedantism. The Vedas are the early
hymns of Aryan shepherds, and among the most holy scriptures of the Hindu writings. The
name Veda comes from the sanscrit root "vid" which means 'to know", and are therefore hymns
and poems encouraging divine Knowledge. Crowley also referred the sacred word AUM to
Khishna. This word symbolizes the root and truth of nature and creation. The word describes
the course of Nature in its procession from formless creation (A), through controlled
preservation (U) and at last to destruction (M). Krishna felt that those who will achieve
Godhead are those who live a simple life of devotion and faith.

Siddartha is more commonly known as Gautama the Buddha. He was born a Hindu
prince and lived a very sheltered life in his youth. When he grew up and discovered that there
was suffering in the world, it upset him considerably. He left the life of his childhood and

. followed a life of great austerity, wandering and meditation. Wheras Siddartha means "He

51- ddﬂ rtha who has accomplished his aim", Budaha simply means "Enlightened One".
He felt that his native Hindu religion had degenerated into aimless ceremony and sacrifice.
The legend says that while sitting under the bodhi tree he recieved enlightenment, or
Nirvana. This consisted of the cessation of all desire, and atachment. He discovered what he
called "the four noble truths".
1. The truth of suffering - There is nothing that lives that does not know suffering and death in
its way. This is due to the karma involved in the cycles of birth and death.
2. The truth of the cause of suffering - The twelve-fold chain of causation, a doctrine explaining
how ignorance, through attachment to material things, continues to cause problems through
successive births and deaths.
3. The truth of the end of suffering - This occurs when passions are extinguished, and Nirvana is
achieved.
4. The truth of the removal of suffering - A comprehensive system of moral development, called
the Eightfold Path. This involved right faith, right effort, right thinking, and right
concentration.

It has been said that Crowley admired Siddartha because of the mental approach and
the mental exercizes his system required to achieve enli ghtenment.
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AKRON REPORT: GENDER ISSUES IN THELEMA

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of
the Law.

I had the great opportunity
and privilege of attending the O.T.O.
convention in Akron , Ohio in mid
August, 1997. While there I attended
several workshops and discussion groups
and met many of our fine brothers and
sisters from all over the US.A. I was
very impressed with the level of open
hospitality with which I was received. I
was also greatly encouraged by the depth
of intelligence and level of scholarship
apparent in the programs offered.

The workshop which most
interested me was "Gender Issues in
Thelema" presented by Content Knowles
from the Scarlet Woman Lodge in
Austin, Texas. I am writing a brief
description of this workshop for you
here, drawn from the notes I took. She
began the workshop with a brief synopsis
of her own journey to the O.T.O. Content
was raised as anEpiscopalian and as an
adult considered herself first an athiest
and then an agnostic. As she continued to
gather life experiences, however, she
found herself drawn to people who had
"special energy" and began to seek out
those who intentionally worked with
energy. She tried out several religious
groups but was very turned off by the
rigid social codes of behavior that were
prescribed for men and women.

Content explained that she
was initially attracted to the O.T.O. seven
years ago because of the people she knew
who were involved rather than through
familiarity with Crowley's work. When
she first read the Book of the Law she got
excited about the powerful
characterization of Nuit. She quoted
some of Crowley's other works which
implied the upholding of sexual freedom,
the acknowledgment of the need for
consent and the reverence of the feminine
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as well as the masculine. (I could not get
the source for the quotes she gave but if
anyone reading this is familiar with the
texts quoted [ would greatly appreciate
seeing them myself.) [Eds. note: try Liber
Legge Libellum, The Law is For All.]
After joining the OTO and taking
initiations, Content began her own
mystical practices and serious
scholarship, and chartered the Scarlet
Woman Lodge. She has read in-depth
commentary by the prophet on his own
works, and has had some difficulty
reconciling the widely differing
characterizations of women given in his
different writings.

Engraving by Alphonse: Louis Conrstant * Eliphas Lévi'} of the ‘Baphamet of
Mendes  See pp 1644

Content then quoted
several infamous passages from Liber
Aleph where Crowley, writing as the
Master Therion gives advice to his son
saying such things as "trust not the truth
to any woman.." going on to infer that
teaching women important things is akin
to throwing pearls before swine. The
Master Therion also speaks to the Nature








































