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Initiations

Coph Nia Lodge has tentatively sched-
uled II° initiations for June and III° initia-
tions for August. Anyone interested in 0°-
III° initiations should contact the
Lodge.qe

The Golden Mother of
the Jasper Pool

Fra. Avalon

Emailing from Taiwan, Fra. Avalon tells
us this is “an ‘Impressionistic’ poem that
I received while watching a Chinese Pil-
grimage procession in honor of the ‘The
Golden Mother of the Jasper Pool.’
Thats the Taiwanese version of the
archetypal Chinese Taoist Goddess, ‘The
Queen Mother of the West,” and in my
book, Nuit by another name.”

Dragon Lion Dancing,
Fireworks Exploding
Life Pulse Drum
Rhythms
Driving

Spirits of
Drun
ken
Gods,
And Generals of the
Celestial Regions Into
Collective
Incense
intoxication,

Sweat Drenched
Trance
Dancing
Shamans
Channeling Spirits
Into Incense Writing
Visions.

Heavenly Goddess Opens Her Arms
Embracing The Return
of Her Children

Into the Opens Arms of The
Celestial Source They
Come.

To The Golden Mother of the Jasper Pool,
The Queen Mother of the West.
The Compassionate
Source of All
Et
er
ni

ty.

The Bosom of the
TAO e
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The Four Limbed Offering
to Nuit

By Fra. SMNU

Face East. Utter the Eleven-fold Spell of
Refuge three times:

Fear not at all;
Jear neither men nor Fates,
nor gods,
nor anything.
Money fear not,
nor laughter of the folk folly,
nor any other power in heaven
or upon the earth
or under the earth.
Nu is your refuge as Hadit your light;
and I am the strength,
Jorce,
vigour, of your arms.!

Now chant the Four Limb Offering of Nuit:

Sing the rapturous love-song unto me!

Burn to me perfumes!

Wear to me jewels!

Drink to me,

Jor I love you!

I love you!

I am the blue-lidded daughter of Sunset;

I am the naked brilliance of the voluptuous
night-sky.

To me!

To me!*

Advance to the East, adore the Stele, and
sing the Rapturous Love Song unto Nuit; do
this three or more times:

Above, the gemmed azure is

The naked splendour of Nuit;
She bends in ecstasy to kiss

The secret ardours of Hadlit.

The winged globe,

the starry blue,

Are mine, O Ankh-af-na-khonsul?

Go to the South. Burn perfumes unto Nuit.
Chant Nuit’s Promise; do this three or more
times:

I give unimaginable joys on earth:
certainty, not faith, while in life,
upon death; peace unutterable,

rest,

ecstasy;
nor do I demand aught in sacrifice.*

Go to the North. Wear the Jewels unto Nuit.
Chant her Seven Line Prayer. Repeat this
three times ordothe Sun Salute toit:

bending down,

a lambent flame of blue,

all-touching,

all penetrant,

her lovely hands upon the black earth,

& her lithe body arched for love,

and her soft feet not hurting the little flowers:

Thou knowest!

And the sign shall be my ecstasy,

the consciousness of the continuity of
existence,

the omnipresence of my body.

Turn to the West. Drink unto Nuit. Chant the
Covenant of Nuit:

I am above you and in you.
My ecstasy is in yours.
My joy is to see your joy.S

take your fill and will of love

as ye will,

when, where and with whom ye will!
But always unto me.”

Return to the East. Kneel in the customary
position, and enflame thyself with prayer:

But to love me is better than all things:

if under the night-stars in the desert

thou presently burnest mine incense before
me,

invoking me with a pure heart,
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and the Serpent flame therein,

thou shalt come a little to lie in my bosom.

For one kiss wilt thou then be willing 1o give
all;

but whoso gives one particle of dust

shall lose all in that hour.

Ye shall gather goods and store of women
and spices;

ye shall wear rich jewels;

ye shall exceed the nations of the earth in
splendour & pride;

but always in the love of me,

and so shall ye come to my joy.

I charge you earnestly to come before me in a
single robe, and covered with a rich
headdress.

I love you!

I yearn to you!

Pale or purple,

veiled or voluptuous,

I who am all pleasure

and purple,

and drunkenness of the innermost sense,

desire you.

Put on the wings,

and arouse the coiled splendour

within
you:
come unto me!®

Note: This Ritual is modeled on the ritual
style of the Tantric Buddhists to link you
theatrically to Nuit's Love. This ritual can
be performed over the course of one’s
day.

For example, the Rapturous Love Song can
be sung on waking

The Promise said over the incense can be said
before any undertaking.

The spell said while donning the jewels can
be said while putting on any clothing.
The Covenant said while drinking, can be re-
cited when anything is taken in or en-

joyed by the body.

The final spell should be repeated in your
heart at all other times.&e

Liber AL vel Legis, I11: 17. %ibid, I: 63-65.
Jibid, I: 14. %ibid, I: 58. °ibid, I: 26. °ibid,
I: 13.7ibid, I: 51. %ibid, I: 61.

Reflections on Rituals

Fra. Adam Cheth 463

Ritual can be a hard subject to get a handle
on sometimes. We are very lucky to be in the
line of succession from A.C. and in an orga-
nization which can provide adequate guid-
ance and information on the correct
performance of his rituals.

Once understanding of a ritual is obtained, it
can then be modified to suit the needs of the
practitioner. However, what constitutes ade-
quate understanding? This is where informed
guidance is of value.

Let's take a very simple ritual as an example,
the Ritual of Abramelin. Just kidding. That
is, kidding about it being simple. Even the
making of the Abramelin Oil becomes con-
fusing. As A.C. states, the ingredients when
mixed simply make a brown mud. The ritual
itself is not very helpful, it simply states to
use the “Arts of the apothecary.”

The recipe consists of Galangal, Cinnamon,
Myrrh, and olive oil in equal proportions by
weight. Now Abramelin oil is available to be
purchased, but it is usually made with equal
proportions of the essential oils. It 1s unlikely
this was the method used by ancient magi-
cians, current extraction procedures not
being available then. “So what? Let's buy it
and save some valuable time.” Here is where
the understanding part comes in...

First, in studying the ingredients, I discov-
ered that Galangal contains a hallucinogenic
compound. (It is hotter than Cayenne, so
don't try!!). I wondered if this was simply
coincidental. However, I found in the bible
an almost identical formula, consisting how-
ever of a substitution of Acorus Calamus for
the galangal. Calamus, it turns out, is another
mildly hallucinogenic substance. In my
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belief, then, the hallucinogenic factor would
be a major part of the formula and not an
accident.

The method of composing the oil in those
days would probably consisted of mixing the
ingredients and allowing the olive oil to
extract the available essential oils. There are
several practical methods to doing this. One
1s to soak the oil into cheesecloth and put the
ingredients on the cloth. One should make
several alternating layers, then after a few
months wring the oil out of the cloth.

The text states to use “the best olive oil.”
This turns out to be interesting in itself.
There are several versions of olive oil avail-

able, the best being extra virgin. The differ-
ence 1s that with the cheaper oils, an acid
particular to the olive is removed. Extra vir-
gin oil will sting the throat somewhat when
swallowed, the cheap stuff will not. It turns
out that most hallucinogens are alkaloids. (I
could not find out what sort of hallucinogen
Galangal contains. All the texts I could find
cop out by stating the chemical is unknown.)
Now for the best part: the method used for
extracting alkaloids is to treat them with an
acid! Scrimp on the olive oil, and perhaps
you don't get the alkaloids. I should state that
at this point, oil produced this way seems to
have no particular hallucinogenic properties.
However, I have not been able to find suit-
able myrrh, and have doubts about the qual-
ity of the Galangal. (The hallucinogen
probably resides in the essential oils, possi-
bly evaporating over time.)

In addition, there is a mystery over the cinna-
mon. It turns out that what is sold as cinna-
mon is not, it is actually a related species
called Cassia. Most of the so called cinna-
mon oil is of this sort. True cinnamon, Cin-
namonum Zeylanica, smells a little different.
It also undoubtedly has differing chemical
properties. Judging from the odor, all the
Abramelin oil I have purchased has been
made from Cassia.

I should also mention two other factors asso-
ciated with the possible psychoactivity of the
oil. After as prolonged and sublime a ritual
as this one, the merest hint of psychoactivity
would undoubtedly produce a major reac-
tion. The other factor is a possible linked
reaction with the incense. One example of
this type of reaction is Ayahuasca. It com-
bines two compounds that are not hallucino-
genic when taken orally separately. DMT,
the main hallucinogenic compound, must be
combined with a powerful Mao inhibitor to
function, in this case Harmala alkaloids.

I hope this offers food for thought.se
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Back issues of © Jhe “Wand are now available!!

Each issue is $2.00 postage paid (within the United States) and can be ordered from the
Coph Nia Lodge address on page 7 of this issue. Here are the tables of contents of the
issues available:

I Summer 1995

Respect - Fra. Vandimir Autumn 1995
ABRAHADABRA - Fra. HRYA Brotherhood - Fra. Vandimir
Review: Enochian Chess of the Golden Untitled Poem - Sr. Leah

Dawn - Fra. Abscondor Magick Squares: Part 2 - Fra. V.D.M.
Two Untitled Poems - Soror Leah Mabon - Sr. Diana
Review: The Golden Dawn Journal: Seasonal Artwork - St. Cathy

Book 1 - Thom Barr
The Chariot - Chris Merkle -
Magick Squares: Part 1 - Fra. V.D.M.

Spring Equinox 1996
Winter Solstice 1995 1 Paszwn_ate Enlightenment - Sr. Cale- |
onia

Solstice Illustration - Sr. Cathy War Horse - Crow White
Some Practical Observations on Exor- Kundalini Yoga - Fra. Mark

cism - Fra. Abscondor 329 Coltrane - Sr. Kit
Chaplin’s Tramp - Sr. Kit Bad Luck - Fra. V.D.M.
Songs of the Season Internet Censorship - Fra. Mark
Magick Squares: Part 3 - Fra. V.D.M. l Magick Squares: Part 4 - Fra. V.D.M.

Summer Solstice 1996

The Office of the Deacon - Fr. Hermes

Parenthood - Sr. Leah

An Enochian Pentagram Ritual - Fra.
V.D.M

Magick Squares: Part 5 - Fra. V.D.M.

Cakes of Light ala 329 - Fra. Abscon-
dor 329
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On the Cultural Relativity
of Samhain

Fra. Mark

What does it mean for the modern Neopagan
worldview and, specifically “Reality” in gen-
eral if China has no “Samhain” but does have
a strong belief in ghosts, and a whole month
dedicated to dealing with the spirits of the
dead (the ghost month is late August-early
September)?

In my opinion the “Territory” of the Uni-
verse with its complex of energies, dimen-
sions, and levels of consciousness has been
“mapped” differently by different cultures
and histories. From personal experience:
their are in fact “Ghosts,” or disembodied
spirituals energies of the dead, as well as
other consciousness: elves, (fairies,
“demons,” immortals, buddhas, etc., which
populate our pluridimensional Cosmos. But
these are conceptualized radically differently
by other cultures.

Different peoples of the world have all had a
deep grounding in such an animistic, spiritu-
alized worldview. Whether Aboriginal Tribe-
speople in Australia, Chinese in Taiwan, or
Modern Neopagans in Eugene, all have
sought, and continue to seek, the connection
between living and dead, between corporeal
and noncorporeal consciousness that is the
continuous spectrum of all being. The fact is,
however, that due to a very complex mixture
of differing environments, agricultural
cycles, sense of time, and historical events,
different festivals, rituals, and periods have
been utilized by the various peoples of the
world to mark this connection. Samhain in
the West, and Ghost Month in Taiwan are
both two people’s collective attempts to
acknowledge this connection that we all
share with the larger Universe. Another pos-
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Coph Nia Lodge Trivia

Coph Nia first appeared in the official
listing of OTO bodies in The Magickal
Link in August of 1983. At that time
there were 46 OTO bodies listed. Of
those, only thirteen bodies other than
Coph Nia are still in existance.ge

sibility exists in the idea of “Multiple
Worlds” as recently expressed by certain
members of the new physics, Fred Alan Wolf
in particular. This idea posits the notion of
actual multiple tangent realities (hey, watch-
ers of Star Trek, you should know this one by
heart!). Anthropology (and the contemporary
R.A. Wilson) says we all live in a universe
with multiple cultural lifeworlds, but Wolf’s
idea says we might even live in differing
“Realities” with a capital “R.” Hey, folks,
I’'m in a different Reality, Don’t try to send
me email, it’ll get majorly lost!!! (I person-
ally think this position is a little too influ-
enced by Star Trek: a lot of theoretical
physicists are major trekkies).

So, for the Chinese, October 31st is another
9-5 and a bowl of noodles at the end of the
day; for most of America it’s a chance to run
around in funky outfits and give candy to
kids, and for Modern Neopagans its a chance
to howl at the moon and get crazy as you
bare witness to the opening of the gates of
life and death. So who is right?

Well, drawing from the study of the previ-
ously mentioned archaic shamanistic tradi-
tions of the world, the Chinese and
Neopagans are a lot closer to the Truth then
the techno-rational-mono-blindness of most
people. Chinese and Neopagans at least both
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