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Coming Events

Contact the Lodge for specific times
and places and for additional
events.

June 16: Gnostic Mass & Potluck
Mask-Making Workshop

June 21-22: Summer Solstice Camp-Out
and Ritual

June 26: June Rune Gathering

July 27-28: A Feast for Fire

Initiations

Coph Nia Lodge has tentatively sched-
uled II° initiations for July and III° initia-
tions for later this summer. Anyone
interested in 0°-III° initiations should
contact the Lodge.
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Its Duties and Qualifications.
By Fra. Hermes, E.G.C.

When one considers the offices of the
Clergy of the E.G.C., one may come to
the conclusion that they are wholly
defined in terms of the Liturgy of the
Mass. Certainly in terms of the role of
the Deacon, it would seem that he has lit-
tle if any existence beyond his spoken
lines and actions. Formally speaking, this
is the case, beyond any oaths that may be
required at ordination. However, a great
deal of responsibility falls to Deacons by
dint of tradition and it is these traditional
duties the present author would like to
address.

A bit of theoretical background may be
of assistance at this point. The principal
action of the Mass is carried out by the
Priest and Priestess. The Deacon’s duty
lies in assisting in this action and pre-
venting any disturbance to or interference
with, this action. This should be the con-
stant point of reference for the Deacon in
the performance of all the subsidiary
duties of the office. The first consider-
ation should be the place of working:
“Will it be suitable as it stands? Will
there be a possibility of unforeseen dis-
turbance? Will the candles drip and run
excessively in that draft?” and so on.
Next, the instruments and props neces-
sary for the performance: “Are they all
here? All in good order? Wine, incense,
charcoal, candles? Everybody’s robes?
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Water in the ewer?” These are matters with
which the Priest and Priestess should not
have to concern themselves, having the prep-
aration of the cakes and generally clearing
their minds for the performance to come to
occupy them fully. The Deacon should over-
see the preparation of the place and setup of
the Altar, fire altar, font and tomb, according
to the wishes and specifications of the Priest
and Priestess. All this assumes a good work-
ing relationship between the Deacon and the
Priest and Priestess... Communication on all
salient points is most essential for a
smoothly operating Mass team.

It generally falls to the Deacon to act as the
doorkeeper described in the Liturgy, unless
said Deacon be prudent enough to appoint
one. The Deacon, with the assistance of the
doorkeeper (if there is a separate one) must
be prepared to act in cases where members
of the congregation become unruly or might
otherwise disturb the Priest and Priestess in
the performance of their sacramental duties.
This may include physically ejecting some-
one if all other resources fail. This is, fortu-
nately, an extremely rare contingency, but
one which must be borne in mind if one is
not to be caught off-guard. It is also a good
idea to appoint a “guard without” to handle
purely exterior interruptions like the phone
ringing or itinerant Jehovah’s Witnesses.

When all is in physical readiness, the candles
lit, charcoal kindled, offices and congrega-
tion in their appointed places, then it is time
to banish. Generally, a Lesser Banishing Rit-
ual of the Pentagram or Star Ruby is per-
formed by the Deacon but some
congregations allow for one of their number
to be appointed by the Deacon to banish. We
see nothing objectionable in this, provided
said member is reasonably competent. The
banishing should proceed from the “Dea-
con’s place” between the fire altar and the
font. With its conclusion, the Mass proper
may commence.

The Conscious Application
of Strength

Timothy Leary

Force recoils
But

The time comes when there is nothing to do
Except act consciously

With courage t

During the actual performance of the Mass,
most of the Deacon’s duties are well enough
described in the Liturgy but it should be
noted that the Deacon is responsible for
ensuring that the congregation stands, sits,
kneels and responds in the appropriate
places. A glance and a gesture should be all
that is required in cases where the people are
a little slow in picking up their cues. The
Deacon is also responsible for the training
and supervision of the Children of the Mass,
in order that they may fulfill their roles with-
out undue difficulty. This assumes that one
has a sufficiently large space and a suffi-
ciently numerous congregation to allow for
the Children of the Mass. Otherwise their
roles in assisting the Priest and Priestess
must fall to the Deacon. See to it that they
are not kept waiting for the required imple-
ment. In such cases (i.e. in the absence of
Children of the Mass), a difficulty arises
which may be dealt with thus: when the
Priestess is seated on the Altar, and the Priest
requires the ewer and censer, these should
both be brought forward. The Deacon hands
the Priest the ewer and accepts the Lance
from him. The Priest asperges the Priestess,
accepts the Lance again for a moment, hands
the ewer to the Deacon, takes the censer and
gives the Lance back to the Deacon. The
Priest then censers the Priestess, takes the
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Lance and hands the censer back to the Dea-
con, who returns them to their respective
places. The Lance should at all times be held
in an upright position and when not other-
wise occupied, the arms should be crossed
over the chest.

It should go without saying that the Deacon
should have studied the Liturgy of the Mass
sufficiently well before hand not to stumble
through some of the more difficult speeches.
The list of Saints comes particularly to mind
in this regard and it should be noted that a
pronunciation guide exists in Equinox 111, 10
for this purpose. Further, when making the
crosses at the reading of each name, these
should be made with the thumb between the
index and medius, which is the standard
method for administering benedictions of all
sorts in the absence of an instrument in the
hand.

The administration of the Elements presents
the Deacon with yet another potential diffi-
culty. Some members of a congregation may
abstain completely from alcohol, and the
standard dodges to this (“Just wet the lips,”
“Dip the end of the Cake in it,” etc.) may not
be sufficient. If this is known to be the case
in advance, then one has no excuse for not
coming up with de-alcoholized wine. The
preference for de-alcoholized wine (which
has been fermented and then had the alcohol
removed) as opposed to fruit juice or other,
even less suitable, fluids is apparent in light
of a certain passage in Crowley’s novel
Moonchild (vide the Mass of Arthwaite and
the Black Brethren). Even in the case of
those who do not abstain, there will be those
who only want a relatively small amount of
wine. Their wishes should be observed, and
it is wise to ascertain the wishes of the vari-
ous congregation members in this regard.
With the advent of certain regulations
regarding the composition of the Cakes of
Light, it is also necessary to consider the
possibility of having more than one option

for the congregation. In the case of Official
E.G.C. Masses, one is required to use Cakes
made with no bodily fluids that have not first
been burned to ash. Among congregations
that so assent, the more traditional formula-
tion of the Cakes may be used, but only
where all are informed that this is the case
well beforehand. The Mass resulting will not
be “Official,” but the sensibilities of the local
congregation will be served. It is virtually
mandatory, in light of the above statements,
to have “Official” Cakes on hand, in the
event of visiting members of the congrega-
tion who do not assent to the traditional prac-
tice. The two different types of cakes should
be made readily distinguishable, different
shapes or some such. Of course, if the Offi-
cial Cakes are used in all instances, this diffi-
culty is obviated. Such decisions fall to the
Priest and Priestess, based upon their best
judgment and the will of the congregation.
Where the Deacon’s duty lies is in seeing
that all parties are informed, as is appropriate
to the Airy nature implied in the role.

To recapitulate, the main duty of the Deacon
in all instances is to facilitate the working of
the Mass, both in terms of the action of the
Priest and Priestess and in terms of his own
specific role. With this notion in mind, one
cannot stray too far from one's real duty, in
respect of the office of Deacon.t

Parenthood

Sr. Leah

Did anyone ever think what Moms & Dads
are for?

Well, I think that being a parent is harder than
before;

When we’re young and carefree, now the
work is more.

We’re only a child for a little while,

no matter how we try.

But when you’re a parent you stay that way

until the day you die.t

Summer 1996 EV

Coph Nia Wand 3



An Enochian Pentagram
Ritual

Fra.V.D.M.

Quabalistic Cross:

Touching Forehead, visualizing sphere of
light, say
Pugo il-sa (Unto thee)

Drawing line to center of chest, say
A-IAD a-gi-ol (the God within me)

Drawing line to feet, visualizing sphere, say
I-a El-oh-en-do-ha  (be the Kingdom)

Touching right shoulder, visualizing sphere,
say
A El-ah-nu-sa-ha (the power)
Drawing line to the left shoulder, visualizing
sphere, say
Od A Bu-se-da (and the glory)
Touching center of chest, visualizing rose
cross on body, say
Pe-ah-ee-da. (forever)
Folding hands on center of chest, say
OooMmm.

Quarters:

Go East. Draw invoking pentagram of Spirit
Active. Vibrate EXARP
Draw invoking pentagram of Air. Vibrate
ORO IBAH AOZPI.
Draw sign of Aquarius in center of penta-
gram. Vibrate Teheya-Ole-og

Go South. Draw invoking pentagram of
Spirit Active. Vibrate BITOM
Draw invoking pentagram of Fire. Vibrate
OIP TEAA PDOKE
Draw sign of Leo in center of pentagram.
Vibrate Ohooo-hea-tenu

Go West. Draw invoking pentagram of Spir-
it Passive. Vibrate HCOMA
Draw invoking pentagram of Water. Vi-
brate MPH ARSL GAIOL
Draw sign of scorpio in center of penta-
gram. Vibrate Thahe-beyabe-a-atenum

Go North. Draw invoking pentagram of
Spirit Passive. Vibrate NANTA
Draw invoking pentagram of Earth. Vi-
brate MOR DIAL HKTGA
Draw sign of Taurus in center of penta-
gram. Vibrate Thahe-a-otehe

(Give sign of enterer before each name, and
sign of silence after.)

Kings:

Stand in the center, facing East. Arms out-
stretched, and say

Before me BATAVIAH

Behind me RAAGIOSL

On my right hand EDLPRNAA
on my left hand IKZHKAL

Ah-oee-ve-ah-e A Luciftias Ber-an-sagi Oee
Ko-me-sel-ha
(Stars of brightness guard this Circle)

La-pe Oh-ee-tay Ee-oh-ga Me-le-u Lan-nu
Ba-me La-mel

(for this is the place of the outpouring of for-
gotten treasure)

Eo-anu O-Oe.
(in the form of ecstasy.)

O-ee E-sa-pe Me BABALON Ve Le-nu Nee-
0-0
(This is the way of Babalon and of the Beast)

Es-O-bey Zod-O-nu La.
(who is the First Form.)

Closing:

Repeat Quabalistic Cross as before.
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Magick Squares

Part 5

Something New

Fra.V.D.M.

Not all Magick Squares are Cameas. The majority of Magick Squares are filled or partly filled
with letters, not numbers. While the Cameas are clearly planetary, other squares are clearly not.
The number-filled squares I've discussed up to now invoked a broad aspect of the force that was
further specialized by the sigil drawn upon it. Letter-filled squares rarely have sigils drawn upon
them. They in themselves invoke a very specific thing or force.

While the Cameas are constructed using complex mathematical techniques, these squares use the
magick of the WORD. For centuries magicians have thought that the name of a thing embodied
the identity of the thing named. They felt you could affect or invoke a thing by using its name. The
whole sacredness of the WORD is connected to the idea that the WORD OF GOD was transmitted
to the world of man. This WORD was then communicated to mankind through the medium of
Mystery Schools, like ours.

Perhaps the most famous magic square is this one. It appears in The Key of
Solomon, translated by MacGregor Mathers. Notice the same words are

i 1; : g g repeated when read forward, backward, top-to-bottom, or bottom-to-top.
TENET This type of square is called a double acrostic, meaning you can make
OPERA words in every direction. In The Key of Solomon Mathers says this is “the
ROTAS Second Pentacle of Saturn. This Pentacle is of great value against adversi-

ties; and of especial use in repressing the pride of the Spirits.”

S ATOR - TheCreator
A few years later Mathers also trans- AREPO - Slowmoving
lated The Book of The Sacred Magic of TENET - Maintains
Abra-Melin the Mage. Here he translates OPERA - Hiscreatures
the square thusly: ROTAS - Asvortices

“Vortices” is the plural of vortex, a whirling focus of energy. We are the creatures of the Creator.
So it seems to me, that anyone using this square wants to be a vehicle for the manifestation of
Divine forces. How does that relate to being “of great value against adversities” or used “in
repressing the pride of Spirits?” Perhaps the answer to that depends upon individual experience
and interpretation. Certainly words can be translated differently depending upon the context
they’re used in.
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o o ' S AL OM -Peace
A square very similar to this is found in the ARETP O -Hedistills
Abra-Melin system; Mathers also translated L EMEL - Unto fullness
this one. But look at the differences. O P ER A - Upondry ground
M O L A S - Inquick motion

The words AREPO and OPERA are used in both squares but translated differently. Mathers says
this one is “For every description of Affection and love. By a maiden in general.” Once again, it’s
a little tough to reconcile the translation with the assigned purpose of the square.

Bear in mind the words of Brother Bill Heidrick concerning the Abra-Melin system. “In using
Abra-Melin Squares, it is very important to engage in some careful meditation that is correct for
the nature of the system. The Abra-Melin system is not Astrological, but directional (up, down, E,
W, N, & S) in systematic structure. To use planetary energies in consecrating these squares is to
make them very dangerous to the magician. The proper method is banishment, study of the
square, Bornless ritual, analysis and writing of the square, enclosure of the square in a safe man-
ner, and then final banishment of the place after the square has been removed — in that order.
Actual consecration of the square should be co-temporal with writing the square, not later. A pro-
longed meditation on the letters of the square should be done as part of the consecration — not less
than one hour.”

Now Bill Heidrick is our Grand Treasurer General, an advanced degree in this Order, and no
slouch when it comes to Quaballah and Magick Squares. Here’s one of Bill’s own creations.

. ) A O H I - Thereisaneedfora place
To gather seekers to the covenanting, Z A B R - The strong shall gather in Light
R B A Z - Aresting place for many
I HO A - Withtheliving one.”

Pretty hot, no? But he includes this note: “Too many people or too many goals produce chaos
through the third row. The value of the letters in the top and bottom rows is each 22.”

While interpreting someone else’s square can be difficult, that’s nothing compared to creating
your own. I use a book called a Lexicon to find the 3, 4, and 5 letter root words used to build the
Hebrew language. These root words are reduced, expanded, or combined to produce the words
that appear on each line of the square. It’s not easy, but it’s not impossible either. We’ll talk more
about building your own squares in the future.

Unless he yells at me and tells me to stop, I’d like to continue to refer you to the works of Brother
Heidrick. In this article I referred to material found in his booklet Magick & Qabalah # 1.t
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Cakes of Light ala 329

Fra. Abscondor 329

1 cup flour (whole wheat, if you so desire)

3-5 tablespoons honey

approximately 1/4 cup olive oil

1 teaspoon to one tablespoon “thick leavings
of red wine”

Abramelin oil to taste

substance X (see The Law is for All 3, 24;
NOTE: under current E.G.C. regulations
bodily fluids must be burned to ash prior
to being added to Cakes which will be
used in an official E.G.C. Gnostic Mass)

Combine flour and honey to a thick consis-
tent mass. Add oil to get the texture of pie
dough (you’ll want to add the least amount
of honey initially and then correct for texture
alternating between honey and oil). Add
thick leavings and Abramelin oil. You should
be able to smell the cinnamon in the dough,
but it should not be overpowering or even
particularly strong. It is a matter of a few
drops, more or less, depending on the
strength and quality of your Abramelin oil.
Add the substance X. Assuming the intro-
duction of actual liquid, a teaspoon or two
should be perfectly sufficient. If (for some
reason) you wish to add a greater proportion
of fluids, decrease the corresponding amount
of oil and honey. Let the dough chill for 15
minutes or so, and roll out on a floured
board. The texture should be somewhat stiff
but workable. When the desired thickness

has been achieved, cut the cakes out with a
device of the desired size and shape. Small
bottles (like medicine bottles) work fairly
well, provided you have greased them lightly
with the olive oil. Note that the cakes for the
congregation should be made fairly small,
for a number of fairly obvious reasons. Place
the unbaked cakes on an ungreased cookie
sheet and “bake” (I use the word advisedly)
at 225 degrees for 15 minutes or until dry
and firm to the touch. The resulting cakes
should have good structural integrity, while
remaining relatively palatable to the average
congregant. t
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Take In - Let Go

Timothy Leary

To breath in
You must first breathe out
Let go

To hold
You must first open your hand
Let go

To be warm
You must first be naked
Letgot
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