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Coming Events

Contact the Lodge for specific times
and places.

April 8-10: The Three Days of the Writ-
ing of the Book of the Law

April 20: Enochian Seminar IT
April 24: April Rune Gathering

May 11-12: Beltaine Camp-out (see the
ad on the back of this issue)

June 20: Summer Solstice
Initiations

Coph Nia Lodge has tentatively sched-
uled II° initiations for June and ITI° initia-
tions for later this summer. Anyone
interested in O°-III° initiations should
contact the Lodge.
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Passionate
Enlightenment

A Review
Sr. Caledonia

Passionate Enlightenment: Women
in Tantric Buddhism, by Miranda
Shaw, 1994, Princeton University
Press, ISBN 0-691-03380-3, $29.95
(U.S.)

For the western seeker, Tantra, the divine
union of sacred sexuality, is the most
accessible yet elusive of profound spiri-
tual practices. Accessible because tantric
practice relies on the inherent great bliss
of all phenomena, the pleasures of the
five senses. Elusive because of the Judeo-
Christian denigration of these same
worldly pleasures. The western magical
systems have hidden Tantra in veils of
symbolism and secrecy, impossible for
the lay person or neophyte to penetrate,
but vast volumes of Eastern tantric mate-
rial are being made available. In Passion-
ate Enlightenment: Women in Tantric
Buddhism, Miranda Shaw explores the
history of the women who founded,
developed and taught this evolutionary
blend of monastic Buddhism, shamanis-
tic practices, and ancient goddess wor-
ship.

Tantra is easily and clearly defined and
practised: it means union with the divine.
Tantrists become identified with their
chosen deity (or yidam), worship and




learn to transform themselves and their sur-
roundings into the body, mind, enjoyments,
and surroundings of the deity. Shaw states,
“the practice of ritual union as a form of
worship...[is dependent] upon the recogni-
tion of one’s partner as divine, or inherently
enlightened, as in this passage from the Can-
damaharosa-tantra.

The man [sees] the woman as a goddess,
The woman [sees] the man as a god.

By joining the diamond scepter and lotus,
They should make offerings to each other.
There is no worship apart from this.” (p. 153)

Shaw examines the rise of Tantric Buddhism
as the melding of monastic sutra-based
Mahayana or Great Vehicle Buddhism with
the indigenous, older, shamanistic practices
of India. Monastic Buddhism had become
over-intellectualized and tainted by power
and privilege. The rigorous demands of ordi-
nation precluded the success of lay-people
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War Horse

Crow White

Never was there a better friend

while absent the green green pasture

from mountain height to desert sand
servant of a thousand masters

where hate was sown love has risen
deliverance from binding treasures

so transient it all becomes
when seeing self from that higher view
never was there a fresher dew

than the dew of death in sunrise
closer to the front

where life is not loss death but awakening
born to live and hunt

where the sky is not limit but omnipresence
I am the war horse

she the tongue in my mouth se

within the system. Also, the monastic renun-
ciation of sensual pleasures, especially sex,
as a condition of enlightenment was not
accessible to couples, families, or working
people, and as a result, Buddhism began to
decline in India. Wandering mystics, enlight-
ened masters or arhats, yogis and yoginis
created the tradition of Tantric Buddhism
through direct knowledge and conversation
with their chosen deities. It’s philosophy was
still that of Mahayana, but it’s methodology
was radically different.

Rather than suppressing all inherently non-
existent form, the tantrists used and vener-
ated all pleasures, thoughts, and emotions,
transforming them all into the nectar of per-
fect wisdom. A female Tantric of the 8th cen-

tury taught:

“Activities that are graceful, heroic, terrify-
g

Compassionate, furious, peaceful —

And passion, anger, greed, pride and envy —

All these things without exception

Are the perfected form

Of pure, self-illuminating wisdom.” (p. 28)

Tantric Buddhism was embraced heartily by
the lay-people of India and then Tibet, as a
system which could be practiced continually
outside of the monasteries, and which
offered the reward of swift enlightenment,
within one lifetime. Soon, ordained monks
and nuns were forsaking their vows to take
up the Tantric path of diamond-like wisdom.
Eventually, the diamond-path (or Vajrayana)
was integrated by the various monastic
orders as the third of the three schools of
Buddhism.

Most of the information we receive today
about Vajrayana comes to us through these
male monastic lineages, but the founders and
pioneers of Tantra, the initiatresses who
empowered lineage holders like Padmasam-
bava and Naropa were women. Often called
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The Coph Nia wordwide-web page has moved! Please stop by our new location at:
http://www.teleport.com/~igd/cophnia
Coming soon: the online version of the Clopl “V\ia "Wand!!!

Dakinis or “sky-goers” these women met in
circles at night, in deserted or wild places,
cremation grounds or deep forests and
feasted, danced, made music, and sang
“vajra songs,” spontaneous expressions of
their understanding. Shaw includes many
verses of these short, powerful songs, which
begin to give the reader insight into the
ecstatic rituals these women practiced
together.

“When you see what cannot be seen

Your mind becomes innately free, reality!

Leave the stallion, the wind, behind —

The rider, the mind, will soar in the sky!” (p.
93)

“Kye Ho! Wonderful!

When someone experiences reality,

The whole sky cannot contain her bliss,
Can you express that? Then speak!

I have seen what is utterly invisible.” (p. 94)

“In the volume of skylike emptiness

Write with letters of pure awareness and wis-
dom

Impart instructions for many diverse methods

Proclaim the teachings in a stream that’s un-
ceasing.” (p. 94)

Usually these tantric circles were all women,
with occasional men present for initiations.
Many male practitioners traveled the coun-
tryside, searching for the dakinis who could
confer the higher empowerments (initia-
tions). To identify himself and to please the
dakinis, the tantric yogin would perform all
activities on the left. This was one of the
secret signs, and was known to gladden
dakini minds. Miranda Grey quotes one of

the tantras, “When a man sees a woman, he
should circumambulate her three times from
the left (i.e., counterclockwise) with his
hands on his head and make obeisance to her
three times, saying, “You are my mother, I
am your son. Until enlightenment, I will be
nurtured by the milk that arises from your
breasts, which are the limbs of enlighten-
ment.’ Pay homage thus.” (p. 46)

Veneration of women was the primary
requirement for male initiates. Stories
abound of men who disrespect elderly or
lower-caste women, only to find that woman
transformed into a wrathful dakini who
denies them future empowerments. Miranda
Grey’s primary revelation in Passionate
Enlightenment is the full participation and
dominance of women within Tantric Bud-
dhism, with men who were lucky to receive
the teachings these women offered.

Study of Tantra for modern Western practi-
tioners, especially women, can be difficult.
The secrecy and lack of tantric texts and
images, and the dearth of positive female
tantric role models in western culture has
kept everyone in the dark about these pro-
foundly simple practices. Only those most
naturally inclined have groped their way
through a lifetime of negative sexual and
spiritual conditioning toward the mysteries
of the Tantric path. But these dimly alluded-
to mysteries are openly studied, practiced
and fully realized within the workings of
Buddhist Tantra. Miranda Shaw gives us a
long sought-after introduction to the women
who created and taught the diamond path of
the perfection of wisdom through bliss and
emptiness.se
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Kundalini Yoga

Fra. Mark

But to love me is better than all things:
if under the night-stars in the desert thou
presently burnest mine incense before me,
invoking me with a pure heart,
and the Serpent flame therein,
thou shalt come a little to lie in my bosom.

Kundalini yoga is an ancient technology of
self cultivation and self development aimed
at the personal evolution of the individual
with the goal of the ultimate fulfillment of
one's divine potentiality. With a complex sys-
tem of breathing, movement, posture, chant-
ing, harmonization and unification of the
self. This is sought via the processual devel-
opment of one's total physical, mental and
spiritual capacities. As a physical discipline,
Kundalini Yoga seeks the strengthening and
toning of the immune, nervous, endocrine,
musculature/skeletal and respira/circulatory
systems. With this comes increased strength,
endurance, health, agility, and relaxation. On
a mental level, Kundalini Yoga seeks
improved mental clarity, focus, insight, and
intuition. This mental development occurs in
a complementary manner with the progres-
sive development of the body and spirit. On a
spiritual level, by one's working through var-
ious “Chakras:” vitalistic psychic centers,
one seeks a greater sense of compassion,
awareness, and appreciation. Altogether,
Kundalini Yoga, along with other advanced
psycho-spiritual disciplines like the Kab-
balah, represents a sophisticated and power-
ful method of personal development. Like
other systems, this aims at the unification
with one's “Higher Self/OverSelf/Holy
Guardian Angel,” and the fulfillment of one's
cosmically endowed potential (True Will/
Tao/Dharma). Such a system is of great ben-
efit to a humanity caught in the confusion of
the transition between aeons. If interested
contact Mark: (541) 465-4832.¢¢

Coltrane

Sr. Kit

#1
There is
not so sweet a thing
as you
flying
naked
suspended over
one
single
note
carried to uttermost
explosion

Love
becoming love
becoming
love se

Fra. V.D.M.

No, you’re mistaken...
You’re not experiencing
a run of bad luck,
this is reality,
this is it.

Do you find yourself waiting,
for that break
in your luck?!
You’ll keep on waiting
and then one day
you’ll die.
And won’t the joke be on you then!
Don’t wait.
Invoke often.ee
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A Response to Internet Censorship
Fra. Mark

They can't keep the tide of human freedom and the thirst for liberty stifled for ever. Just as the
mountain waterfall cascades down crashing rocks wearing away the stones of time, so will all
limitations and restrictions of the human spirit be eaten away as we progress into the New
Aeon. They can't keep a lid on infinity. For pure will, unassuaged of purpose, delivered from
the lust of result, is every way perfect. And that perfection cannot be forever tarnished by the
petty visions of small-spirited bureaucrats. Yes, we must struggle against such tyranny of
thought! But with the faith and realization that such idiocy cannot prevail in the long run. It is
the nature of the Universe to urge towards higher states of complexity, consciousness, and
ecstasy. Any limitations put on that progress is an abomination. Cyberspace is a preliminary
harbinger of a future global collective consciousness evolving around the planet. T. Chardin
called this the Noosphere. Some see this as a natural development of the Gaia World mind, of
which we are but the synapses and neurons. Pity him who would stifie the development of a
Planet's Consciousness!. They shall be damned as dogs. The slaves shall serve!!!

Magick Squares

Part 4
It Gets Deeper

Fra. V.D.M.

In the second article on squares I showed the two overlap-
ping triangles that mysteriously appeared on the 7x7 square I
of Venus. These same two triangles can be found on every

odd-numbered square. But the even-numbered squares are |

very different. Observe the 4x4 squares of Jupiter below.
These triangles and shapes within the square are what I call
signatures. Each square has two identical signatures. The 7N
first is the line made by connecting the primary sequence of 1 4
numbers (example A: 1, 2, 3, 4). The second is the line j
made by connecting sequentially the multiples of the signif- B N :
icant number (example B: 4, 8, 12, 16).
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