Brotherhood

Fra. Vandimir

How is one Thelemite to regard
another? “As brothers fight ye” I
have heard so often. But cannot
brothers also choose not to fight?
And do not brothers sometimes
stand together and fight others?

Are our actions motivated more by
hatred or by love?

Love is the law.

There may be no particular rule that
says we must treat each other with
love and respect, but would you
want to belong to a group without
love and respect?

As we proceed through our initia-
tions are we not growing? Are we all
not going through many phases and
chapters in our lives? Is not initiation
a process by which we hope to
improve or evolve, or better our-
selves? In an attempt to develop our-
selves into something we’re not sure
about yet, we are bound to make a
few wrong moves. So long as we
make more right moves than wrong
ones, we will advance. And if we are
advancing, are we not doing our true
will? If we are doing our will, we
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may expect our brothers to treat us with
understanding and forgiveness. There
are so few of us, my brothers, can we not
stand strong together?

“ye are against the people, O my cho-
sen!” (Al II, 25)

Consider this. You are an initiate of the
O.T.O. The Order will be here for quite
some time. How many new people com-
ing into our Order will look to you as a
role model? If they see you behaving un-
lovingly and disrespectfully, how do you
think they will treat you? And is this the
kind of group you'd want to be a mem-
ber of?

Every one who's taken initiation has
heard descriptions and examples of
brotherly conduct.

Some of us have encountered initiatory
oaths that clearly prescribe acceptable
brotherly treatment.

If we take an oath to behave in such-and-
such a manner, and we do otherwise, is
this not a violation of our oaths?

Since the oaths we take are central to our
initiations, if we don’t take our oaths
seriously, then of what worth is the initi-
ation?

If an initiatory system such as ours refe
to the gradual awakening and advance-
ment of the individual, just where do
you think this advancement takes place?
The initiatory oaths and the required
and recommended practices in your last
study guide should be keys for you.




Do not underestimate the effects of the
initiations and teachings of the Order.
And don’t take yourself so seriously.

If you don’t do the work, and if you
don't live up to your oaths, how do you
expect to advance?

“Lift up thyself! for there is none like
unto thee among men or among Gods!
Lift up thyself, O my prophet, thy stat-
ure shall surpass the stars. They shall
worship thy name, foursquare, mystic,
wonderful, the number of the man; and
the number of thy house is 418.” (Al II
78)

Consider the Kabbalah of the numbers
and words.

a8nR - brother of the father (Achab)

{amk - brother of the wise (Achben)

ok - brother of water (Achumi)

e - friend of the Lord (priest or
prophet) (Achiha)

{m& - brotherly (Achin)

mnX - brotherhood (Achuth)

mernyk - brother of the morning (Ach-
ishecker)

mnk - sister, relative, kinswoman, ally
(Achuth)

The concept of brotherhood is not lim-
ited to blood relations, nor is it limited
by gender.

om - brethren =59 (Achim)
neo - brotherly = 29 (Kach)
nN - brother = 9 (Ach)

The root word of all these is m¥, Ach,
brother, kinsman, friend. If we look
closely at these letters, we see even
more. Aleph and Cheth, and 1 and 8§,
totalling 9. In the Tarot they are the Ox
and the Fence, or the area enclosed

within the fence. This sounds like The
Bull in his Pasture, or the Beast upon the
playing-field. In the signs and elements
they are Air, and Cancer. That sounds
like freedom of activity within defined
limits. The Book of Thoth also calls them
The Fool and The Chariot. Asleep at the
wheel, and coming at you? The breath of
life, “unassuaged by lust of result,” ??

For further study: AIIII, 59. “As brothers
fight ye!”

A.C.”s comment on the above:

“Fight! Fight like gentlemen, without
malice, because fighting is the best game
in the world, and love the second best!
Don'’t slander your enemy, as the news-
papers would have you do; just kill him,
and then bury him with honor. Don’t
keep crying ‘Foul!” like a fifth-rate pugi-
list. Don’t boast! Don’t squeal! If you're
down, get up and hit him again! Fights
of that sort make fast friends.

There is perhaps a magical meaning in
this verse, a reference to the ritual of
which we find hints in the legends of
Cain and Abel, Esau and Jacob, Set and
Osiris, etc. The ‘elder brother” within us,
the Silent Self, must slay the younger
brother, the conscious self, and he must
be raised again incorruptible.” (The Law
Is For All, pg. 319)

Al III, 59 “As brothers fight ye!” We've
heard that. But did we not also see that
Brethren is 59? Perhaps III, 59 is Ra Hoor
Khuit’s concept of ‘brethren.” What
would be II, 59, but Hadit’s idea of
brotherhood? And would Nuit speak of
brotherhood in I, 59? Also brethren is 59,
but brotherly is 29 and brother is 9.
Would Nuit, Hadit, and Ra Hoor Khuit
speak further the deeper we look? Seek
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and meditate upon what you find.

“All is a never-ending play of love
between our Lady Nuit, and Her Lord
Hadit. And every part of the play, is play.
All pain and sorrow are but sharp spice
at the banquet of the Gods.” (A.C., The
Collected Works)

“There is joy in the setting out;
there is joy in the journey;
there is joy in the goal.

Only if ye are sorrowful, or weary, or
angry, or discomforted;

then ye may know that ye have lost the
golden thread,

the thread wherewith I guide you to the
heart of the

Groves of Eleusis.” (Liber Tzaddi, 22-33)

Love is the law, love under will.se

Untitled Poem

Sor. Leah

I am the Lady of the Sunset.

Come, let the brilliant rays of the Moon
Shine down on me.

Come, let’s dance in the meadows

of the forest,

Let’s take in the sweet red wine

of the Harvest.

Come, let’s lay under the brilliant rays
of the Night sky.

Be my love, be my life.

Let the Moon shine down

in all it’s wonder.

Let the beauty of Life

Shine upon us.ee
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Magick Squares

Part 2
How to Make a Magic Square

Vandimir

If you read the last article on squares, and if you investigated further, then perhaps we're
ready for something new: how to make a magic square.

4 Notice the triangle formed by the numbers in the
grid at the left. If the swirling creative energy
5 within the grid were to move freely, it would
move towards the bottom right. When it hits a
6 barrier, like the sides of the grid, it bounces back
7 but otherwise continues in its down-and-to-the-
right motion. If each square can be occupied by
1 this energy only once (determining its character),
then the energy also bounces off “filied” squares.
8 2 When the diagonal line 5-6-7 bumps into the 1,
the energy bounces two squares down and con-
tinues its diagonal journey with 8-9.

Since the line 8-9 can proceed downward no fur-

ther, the energy bounces up to the top and over

18 12 one. The line 10-11-12 bounces off the right side

and goes across and down one, continuing as 13-

13 19 14 until it bounces off the 8 and goes down to the

l 14 20 bottom as 15 and bounces up and over to proceed
as 16-17-18-19-20.

15 9

This same pattern continues until all the squares are full. That's how the square is made;
this is how it looks up close.
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N 4 Notice the squares numbered at left. There are
— two triangles within the square; one is the path of
5 | @ 1 1-7 (because it’s a square of 7) and one is the path
T of the multiples of 7. The two triangles intersect at
the number of this square, the seven. The number
7 directly to the right is the center most square in
the Magic Square. This square is always signifi-
14 1 1 cant. In this case it is 25. The 25 is significant
because 25 x 7 = 175, and 175 is the line total of all
il 2 1 lines whether added vertically, or horizontally, or
=93 %3 even the two main diagonals.

Puzzled? All “true” Magic Squares have these numerical (dare I say quabalistic?) oddi-
ties. The keys of their creation are the keys of their understanding.

49 - the squared number

28, because 28 is Z(1-7)

also 25 - the center square

and 175, which is 25 x 7. and the line
totals, Z[1 - (7 x7)] - 7.

The Angel of the Intelligence of Venus is Hagiel, his name totals 49. Kedemel is the Spirit
of Venus and adds to 175.

So if we say “significant numbers”
we’d have to include 7 and all its
multiples, especially:

Why are these numbers significant? “All numbers are infinite,” right? Look closer into
the numbers.

28: the mystic number of Netsach, 2 and 8.

In the alphabet and the tarot, it's:
in Hebrew it’s:

2 plus 8 -
gimel + lamed 2 = Beth, Magician, and §
Moon + Libra 8 = cheth, Chariot, and g5

High Priestess + Justice

(both meditations yield results, but I prefer the Tarot)

I think of it as the influence of the “High Priestess,” added to or modified by the influ-
ence of “Justice.” Meditate thusly on these numbers and you can discover attributes or
aspects of the force that you can use.se

S jeph Via "Wand Autuvan 199 SNV









